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SUBJECT: US-TUNISIAN JOINT COMMISSION: STATUS OF US-OWNED 
DINAR ISSUES 

REF: A. TUNIS 5733 B. STATE 207256 

FOLLOWING IS IN REPLY TO PARA 1 (B) REFTAL A. 

1. DINAR ISSUES COVERED IN GENERAL WAY DURING PARSKY 
MEETING WITH TUNISIAN OFFICIALS DURING BANK/FUND MEETING. 
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INDICATE DINAR BALANCES WILT. BE PROBABLY EXHAUSTED IN 5-9 
YEARS. ALSO REFERRED TO IMPORTANCE OF CONTINUING SPECIAL 
PROCEDURES FOR DINAR SALES TO US VISITORS; TUNISIANS 
PROPOSED ALTERNATIVES FOR CONSIDERATION. MEETING RESULTED 
IN AGREEMENT THAT TECHNICAL DISCUSSION OF DINAR DEPOSIT 
ISSUE WOULD TAKE PLACE IN WASHINGTON, WHILE EMBASSY SALES 
OF US-OWNED DINARS WOULD BE DISCUSSED IN TUNIS BY EMBASSY 
AND CENTRAL BANK. COPY OF MEMCON POUCHED. 

2. TUNISIANS HAVE NOT YET PROPOSED DATE FOR TECHNICAL 
DISCUSSIONS IN WASHINGTON. IN VIEW SHORT TIME BEFORE 
JOINT COMMISSION MEETING. ASSUME THEY WOULD PREFER DATE 
AFTER THAT MEETING. US DOES NOT ENVISAGE DETAILED 
DISCUSSION THIS ISSUE DURING JOINT COMMISSION MEETING. 
AGENDA ITEM MEANT TO COVER STATUS REPORT AND PERHAPS 
AGREEMENT ON DATE FOR WASHINGTON MEETINGS. 

3. FOR REASONS OUTLINED REF B AND ALSO BECAUSE US TREASURY 
REPRESENTATIVE FAMILIAR WITH THIS ISSUE WILL NOT REPEAT 
NOT BE ATTENDING ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT SUBCOMMISSION 
MEETING. US CANNOT AGREE TO ITS INCLUSION AGENDA FOR 
LATTER. IF GOT PREFERS NOT TO INCLUDE IT IN AGENDA FOR 
SUBCOMMISSION ON TRADE AND INVESTMENT, IT SHOULD BE 
OMITTED FROM BOTH AGENDAS. US COULD PARTICIPATE IN 
INFORMAL EXPLORATORY DISCUSSION MORNING OF OCTOBER 18 
TO DETERMINE NATURE OF GOT INTEREST IN HOW DEPOSITS ARE 
HELD (NOT REPEAT NOT PROPOSED USES OF FUNDS) AND TO 
EXPLAIN US REGULATIONS GOVERNING DEPOSITS. KISSINGER 
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